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EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF ATTAINMENT

IN MODERN LANGUAGES


CERTIFICATE OF ATTAINMENT IN 

MODERN LANGUAGES

The Creator of the ECL Tests

After many years of professional preparatory work the Member States of the European Union established a consortium in 1992, with London as the centre. With the help of the ERASMUS and later the LINGUA programmes its task was to develop a uniform language test in the languages of the Member States of the European Union. In accordance with EU unification policy the Member States that formed the consortium wanted to ensure the equivalence and reciprocal recognition of the certificates in each language without having to validate them nationally. (Nostrification.)

Competence, Languages
The professional responsibility of the "ECL" language tests - ECL stands for "European Consortium for the Certificate of Attainment in Modern Languages" - was taken up by a prestigious university in the home country of each language that constructs the tests and evaluates the papers. On the basis of the uniform criteria established in the standardisation process ECL exams can be taken in English, German, Hungarian, Italian, Spanish, Polish, Romanian, Serb, Portuguese and Slovak. Language assessment experts of the ECL exams intend to extend the ECL-standards to the official languages of the EU that are not yet part of the system.

Features of the Test
The content and overall validity of the tests have been established after extensive research by specialists and pilot tests on specific target groups. The ECL exams test oral and written ability to use the language of everyday discourse on practical, professional and personal topics at varying degrees of complexity.

Levels
The monolingual ECL language test does not include grammar tests or translation tasks. It has four levels (A,B,C,D), each  level testing and evaluating the four basic language skills:

*listening skills     * writing (composition) skills      *reading comprehension skills     * speaking skills

Level 'A' can be achieved after about a 300-350 hour intense language course. The level 'B' tests basic knowledge and level 'C' intermediate knowledge of the foreign language. The fourth level 'D' requires a language proficiency close to that of native speakers.

Evaluation
For each of the skills the maximum score is 25. Altogether 100 points can be obtained for the ECL language tests. The candidate is successful when he/she achieves an average of at least 60 % in each skill and overall.

Tasks of the Test
The oral test takes place in front of a two-member board: the two candidates have a guided conversation about given topics followed by their own description and speech about a given picture or series of pictures. The testing of the other three skills is in writing with the help of a cassette player and test papers.

The candidate is given two tasks for each of the four language skills, so he/she can prove throughout eight different topics that his or her knowledge corresponds to the requirements of the level that he/she has chosen. This way there is no need to worry that a lack of knowledge of the vocabulary of a certain topic will determine his or her success at the exam.

Comparability
Comparability is one of the important characteristics of the ECL tests. To ensure this, examinations as well as test materials and certificates are built on uniform principles. According to these uniform principles the parameters and criteria of evaluation and the types of tasks are the same in each language.

Reliability
Each specialist member of the Consortium is responsible for test construction and marking in their own language. To ensure maximum reliability for the ECL tests, all items are pre-tested, test constructors and markers are trained before each session, and a system of double marking is used. A committee of specialists from each of the languages being examined monitors the standards of question-setting, marking and awarding to ensure equivalence between levels of achievement across the languages.

Where Can You Take the ECL Test?

The establishment of a network of test centres operating on a national level in each country, too is under way. Language teaching institutions at universities, prestigious secondary schools and language schools are taking part in this process. The network will help candidates to sit for the ECL tests in a location close to their home and to take the tests at a convenient time, choosing from the several test periods a year that will soon be offered.

ECL Test Preparation

For ECL exam preparation it is advisable to use language books which concentrate on communicative skills. Mock exam papers are  available for those who want to get acquainted with the exam tasks and for those who wish to practise them. On-line mock tests are available as well.

Who Chooses the ECL Test

Among those who decide to take an ECL exam are a growing number of students, researchers and representatives from different areas of professional life who want to work or continue their studies abroad. Many, however take them  just for the sake of motivation.

With the growing tendency towards international mobility, the ECL certificate, which is obtainable in most of the European languages, represents an important addition to your passport. In many countries the ECL exam has been officially recognised by their Ministries of Education.

The Secretariat of the ECL Consortium
Within the framework of the second phase of the standardisation of the ECL tests that started in 1999 the Consortium extends the tests over the other EU languages (Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, Portuguese and Swedish). There has been a significant change in the coordination of the tests: in September 1999 the Secretariat was transferred from London to Pécs, Hungary to the Foreign Language Centre of University of Pécs. This Hungarian institute will coordinate the test construction, administration of the tests and the issue of certificates in the future. 

Further Information, Application

Further information about the ECL exams, language preparatory courses, teaching materials and mock exam papers are available from the National ECL Language Centre, the Regional ECL Exam Centres and the ECL Exam Preparation Centres. 

The Secretariat of the ECL Consortium: UNIVERSITY OF PÉCS Foreign Language Centre  

Sample tests: www.ecl-test.com  
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