 “Songs”

     As far as I’m concerned, I think songs are not only fun, but they have a serious purpose for language learning. The majority of English teachers all over the world use or have used songs for teaching purposes – and with good reason(s).

SONGS ARE HIGHLY MEMORABLE

SONGS ARE HIGHLY MOTIVATING

Both young people and adults tend to enjoy being taught through songs.

SONGS ARE PERSONAL
Since most songs refer to generic themes (often “love”), rather than specific people, places or times, listeners tend to feel themselves identified with the lyrics.

MUSIC AND SONGS ARE PART OF EVERYDAY LIFE

In the car, at home, at sporting events, at times of celebration, in theatres, at the cinema and even in the streets, we constantly hear and sing songs.

Therefore, it seems natural to make them an integral part of the language learning process.

SONGS ARE THE NATURAL OPPORTUNITY FOR MEANINGFUL REPETITION

SONGS PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF EVERYDAY LANGUAGE

The language of most songs is simple, often in conversational style. As Tim Murphy (1992) pointed out: “…anything you can do with a text you can do with a song.”

SONGS ARE EASY TO FIND

Everybody has access to records, CD’S, cassettes, videos, and songbooks. If your own collection is not enough students themselves will no doubt have an exhaustible supply.

SONGS BRING VARIETY TO THE LESSON

Using songs is one way of escaping from the course book and adding new learning experiences.

SONGS AID RELAXATION AND GROUP DYNAMICS

AND THERE ARE MANY WAYS OF REPRESENTING SONGS, WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE THE TEACHER TO SING.
But there are some PRE-STAGE ACTIVITIES so as to prepare students linguistically, educationally, thematically and psychologically for the text. Students must be introduced to the topic and key vocabulary, or any linguistic feature(s), which might help them exploit the text effectively at a later stage.

In my own experience, the  most successful lessons are the ones where we feel we have had a good time . Enjoyable learning has to be more effective than teacher-centred procedures.
SONGS ARE FUN AND “…ANYTHING YOU CAN DO WITH A TEXT YOU CAN DO WITH A SONG”

Susan Cantera
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