ACTIVE GRAMMAR FOR CHILDREN 2

SECOND PART

GOOD GRAMMAR TEACHING IN A LIVELY CLASSROOM

THE WAY OF LEARNING NEEDS TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE AGE, LEVEL AND MENTAL COGNITIVE SOPHISTICATION, LEARNING EXPERIENCE AND SKILL OF THE LEARNERS.

ALL LEARNERS CAN BECOME BETTER LEARNERS BY DEVELOPING THEIR LEARNING SKILLS.

I BELIEVE THAT WHEN GRAMMAR IS TREATED IN ISOLATION FROM THE REAL WORLD AS A SET OF ABSTRACT RULES, IS IRRELEVANT TO THE MOST PEOPLE EXCEPT LINGUISTS.

BUT IF IT IS PRESENTED THROUGH TOPICS THAT ARE RELEVANTAND INTERESTING TO THE LEARNER IS MORE LIKELY TO BE UNDERSTOOD.

WE ALSO NEED TO REVIEW NEWLY LEARNT ITEMS AND CONCEPTS FOR THEM TO BECOME PART OF OUR LONG-TERM MEMORY SO REGULAR PRACTICE AND REVISION HELP TO FIX CONCEPTS.

CONTEXTUALISED PRACTICE GIVES LEARNERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONSTANTLY IMPROVE THEIR CONCEPTUALISATION OF ASPECT OF GRAMMAR.

CONCEPTUALISATION, MEMORISATION, AND GAINING LANGUAGE SKILL ARE NOT ENHANCED BY USING LANGUAGE AND NOT JUST TALKING ABOUT IT.
LEARNERS ´CONFIDENCE AND MOTIVATION IS OFTEN VERY LOW PARTLY BECAUSE THE OVER-USE OF CORRECTION MAKES LANGUAGE PRODUCTION SEEM LIKE AN ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TASK.

THE EXPERIENCE OF USING LANGUAGE PUTS GRAMMAR IN ITS PROPER PLACE AS A TOOL FOR GOOD COMMUNICATION.

THE SECOND ARTICLE SHOWS MY EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING ENGLISH GRAMMAR TO CHILDREN EIGHT YEARS OLD AND UP.

I HAVE FOUND THE FOLLOWING TECHNIQUES USEFUL TO TEACH PRESENT SIMPLE.

FIRST OF ALL I EXPLAIN THAT IN THIS TENSE OF THE VERB, THERE ARE NO “AUTITOS MOVILES” SO WE MUST USE INFINITIVE VERBS, WITH SOME CHANGES WHEN WE HAVE AFFIRMATIVE SENTENCES IN THE THIRD PERSON SINGULAR.

SPELLING 

DO NOT FORGET

SHE

HE
+ VERB S-ES-IES (AFFIRMATIVE

IT                                      SENTENCES)

ADD “ES” TO THE VERBS ENDING IN 

	ENDING
	INFINITIVE VERBS
	SHE- HE-IT-

	O
	GO
	GOES

	SH
	WASH
	WASHES

	CH
	WATCH
	WATCHES

	X
	MIX
	MIXES

	S
	MISS
	MISSES


CHANGE  “IES” WHEN THE VERB ENDS  IN  CONSONANT  PLUS “Y”

	ENDING
	INFINITIVE VERBS
	SHE-HE-IT

	Consonant + y
	DRY
	DRIES

	Consonant + y
	FLY
	FLIES


ADD “S” TO THE MOST VERBS

	INFINITIVE VERBS
	SHE-HE-IT

	PLAY
	PLAYS

	WORK
	WORKS

	READ
	READS


THEN I TEACH THE WAY OF TURNING INTO NEGATIVE AND INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES USING THE AUXILIARY WHEEL
DO AND DOES

WE PLAY TENNIS ON MONDAYS. Affirmative sentence 
DO WE PLAY TENNIS ON MONDAYS? Interrogative sentence 
YES, WE DO

NO, WE DO NOT- NO, WE DON´T

WE DO NOT PLAY TENNIS ON MONDAYS. Negative sentence 
WE DON´T PLAY TENNIS ON MONDAYS.
WE USE DO AND DOES WITH THESE PERSONAL PRONOUNS

	DO
	DOES

	I
	SHE

	YOU
	HE

	WE
	IT

	YOU
	

	THEY
	


LOOK AT THESE FORMS

	FULL FORM
	SHORT FORM

	DO NOT
	DON´T

	DOES NOT
	DOESN´T


ANOTHER EXAMPLE

SHE GOES TO SCHOOL AT 7 O´CLOCK. Affirmative sentences    
DOES SHE GO TO SCHOOL AT 7 O´CLOCK?  Interrogative sentences

YES, SHE DOES.

NO, SHE DOES NOT- NO, SHE DOESN´T

SHE  DOES NOT  GO TO SCHOOL AT 7 O´CLOCK.  Negative sentences

SHE DOESN´T GO TO SCHOOL AT 7 O´CLOCK.

THERE ARE BASIC USES OF THE SIMPLE PRESENT TENSES.

PERMANENT TRUTH

SUMMER FOLLOWS SPRING.

THE PRESENT PERIOD- THIS IS THE SITUATION OF THE PRESENT

MY BROTHER WORKS IN A BANK.

HABITUAL ACTIONS

I GET UP AT SEVEN O´CLOCK.

FUTURE REFERENCE       (FOR TIMETABLE)

THE CONCERT BEGINS AT SEVEN THIRTY NEXT FRIDAY EVENING.

OBSERVATION AND DECLARATION

I LOVE YOU.

I HOPE SO.

I HATE HIM.

INSTRUCTION

FIRST YOU WEIGH THE INGREDIENTS

COMMENTARIES

MARADONA KICKS THE BALL TO CRESPO.

WE USE PRESENT SIMPLE TO TALK ABOUT THINGS IN GENERAL 

WE ARE NOT THINKING ONLY ABOUT NOW.

WE USE IT TO SAY THAT SOMETHING HAPPENS ALL THE TIME OR REPEATEDLY, OR THAT SOMETHING IS TRUE IN GENERAL.

IT IS NOT IMPORTANT WHETHER THE ACTION IS HAPPENING AT THE TIME OF SPEAKING.

WHEN WE FINISH WITH THE TENSES OF THE VERB IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO USE GAMES FOR EVALUATION.
GAMES CAN BE USED TO HELP EVALUATE BOTH YOUR CLASS AS A GROUP AND AN INDIVIDUAL CHILD´S LINGUISTIC PERFOMANCE.

YOU WILL SOON SEE HOW EASILY AND QUICKLY THE CHILDREN PLAY GAMES
LOOK AT MY IDEA

THE FISHING GAME

YOU NEED:

· A FISHING  ROD

· CARDS WITH PARTS OF SENTENCES AND MAGNETS

· (the sentences must have the same number of parts)

· A BOX TO PUT THE CARDS.

EXAMPLES

 CAROL  USUALLY  PLAYS   HOCKEY  AT SCHOOL
PUT THE SENTENCES INTO THE BOX.

DIVIDE THE CLASS INTO FOUR GROUPS.
ONE STUDENT OF THE FIRST GROUP MUST FISH A CARD IN ORDER TO START A SENTENCE.

THE STUDENT OF THE SECOND GROUP MUST DO THE SAME.

THE GROUP WHO FINISHES THE SENTENCE CORRECTLY IS THE WINNER.

