Teaching Online with NetMeeting

By Alicia Rey

Today's technology offers us many new options and we, teachers, should keep updated with all the possibilities.

I would like to introduce something that seems to be relatively new in the area of teaching English through the Internet - the NetMeeting. Several years have passed since I did my Teaching English Online course but not much has come up regarding the utilization of the videoconference in teaching and learning of English. 

NetMeeting is a real-time communications tool from Microsoft that allows communicating with one or several individuals at a time over the Internet by using audio, video and data exchange. It is free. It allows file sharing and transfer and also contains many other interesting features. Microsoft NetMeeting can be successfully used as a substitute for face-to-face class interaction. However, the potential of this on-line teaching and learning environment has not been fully realized in our country.

At the same time, many of those people who use voice and video communication know NetMeeting. It is quite popular among cyber-groups who participate in interactive virtual communities run in a synchronized way. 
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In this article I would like to introduce the Whiteboard, one of the most powerful tools of NetMeeting that is also very useful for Distance Teaching. This tool makes “live” online teaching possible by creating the environment that teachers and students need to shorten distances. This virtual board provides both parties with such a realistic classroom environment as if you were in a traditional classroom.

Desktop video conferencing is certainly an invaluable teaching tool.  While at your computer, you can chat or talk to students, connect them with learning materials stored at your own PC, share files, show students how to use software, work and study together in real time.

On the Internet, there are so many materials related to on-line English courses that a reader of this article might think that this is just another one. However, it is not. The difference is in the live connection and the constant monitoring. It is a real-time lesson given in a virtual classroom. 

Although the environment resembles a traditional classroom as a result of constant interactivity, conversation and immediate feedback, the lesson plan, however, is different from the traditional one. Below is an extract from a lesson plan that worked well with my on-line students.
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Stage 1: Vocabulary Recognition 

The student has to drag the words located at the top of the computer screen and place them next to the correct images. Should the student ignore or miss some words, the teacher can interfere immediately by dragging the expressions and getting the student to repeat the pronunciation of the new terms together. The audio tool works at its best here.
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Stage 2: Speaking

The student also reads the instructions provided by the teacher while speaking. In this particular case, the conversation topic was about the professions that the student would probably never have. This is a good chance to find out about students’ preferences and a little bit more about their personalities. “I would make a good scientist but would never be a good clown because I’m too shy for that”, somebody said.

While the student talks, the teacher can type comments, point out grammar mistakes on the screen and let the students see that while they are working or not (of course it is always advisable not to distract them). Teacher can “unsynchronize” the screen so the student is unable to read what you are typing. Once he/she has finished, the teacher can immediately synchronize the screen and - voila! -mistakes, suggestions and all sort of comments are immediately given - for the student to see and for both teacher and student to talk about. This is generally a good moment to teach or clarify certain language, grammar, or pronunciation areas.

Needless to say, there is much more to write and share about live on-line teaching. More articles will be written with specific lessons already tried out. Should any colleague be interested in getting in touch to share his/her experiences or express comments, messages will be welcomed. My personal e-mail address is aliciarey@arnet.com.ar 
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Visual aid presenting writing lesson via NetMeeting














