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Artwork in Children’s Books

Looking at children’s book illustrations is a fascinating journey of discovery                                                    by  María Teresa Manteo                                            mmanteo@supportlearning.com.ar
A close look at illustrations in children’s books is a rejoicing experience as we can delve into meaning in a sensory rich medium. The eye learns to decode the visual language and discover the value of line and colour in a literacy quest for connections.
To acquire some sharpness of observation it is important to learn a little about the illustrators’ life and style. In this article we will be exploring the contributions of two great artists: Eric Carle and Leo Lionni. Both are beloved author/illustrators of numerous children’s books and their art is instantly recognizable and popular among children and adults alike. Leo, born in 1910, was raised in Holland where he grew up in a house filled with his uncle's art collection.  Eric, born nineteen years later in Syracuse, New York was raised in Germany and graduated from a prestigious art school, returning to USA in 1939.
	LEO LIONNI
	ERIC CARLE

	He spent much of his free time as a child in Amsterdam's museums, teaching himself to draw.

He obtained a doctorate in economics from the University of Genoa.
He was a very successful painter and graphic designer working for Ford, Andy Warhol and the Fortune magazine as art director.
He  illustrated more than 40 children’s books 

He received the American Institute of Graphic Arts Gold Medal in 1984 

A four-time Caldecott Honor Winner--for Inch by Inch, Frederick, Swimmy, and Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse.  

 In 1959, he began his career as an author/illustrator of children’s books with the publication of Little Blue and Little Yellow, a story that he created for his grandchildren with paper cut-outs during a long and boring train ride.

Lionni is internationally known for his children’s books as well as his paintings, graphic designs and sculptures.
	He graduated from a prestigious art school in Germany.

When Eric was 15, the German government conscripted him and other boys of his age to dig trenches.

Eric dreamed of returning one day to the United States, where he got a job as graphic designer in the promotion department of The New York Times.
Eric Carle has illustrated more than 70 books.

He received many awards for his books including First Prize for Picture Books from the International Children’s Book Fair in Bologna, Italy and The American Library Association Award.
The Very Hungry Caterpillar has been translated into 47 languages.
With his wife Barbara, Eric Carle founded The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art,  44,000 sq ft (4,100 m2) museum devoted to the art of children's books in Amherst.




Leo Lionni’s artwork
(Some of his titles at:  http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/lionni/books/)

· He uses a variety of collage techniques: straight collage, collage and oil stick, which is oil paint that can be used as a crayon for drawing, collage and mixed media, or colored pencil and oil stick. 
· One constant in his work is his use of white space, which allows his artwork to stand out on the page. He prefers earth colours.
· His illustrations and his consistent use of the font called Century Schoolbook embody a fresh, clean graphic look which in many ways is easier for young children to read and understand.
· He likes to combine both rough, torn edges with smooth ones, for example the rough torn edges of the bodies of mice and the smoothly cut ears and tails.
· He is fond of having his ground very busy, composed of many small pebbles o sponge-painted clumps of grass

· He uses very few plain colours for his characters preferring to evoke the richness of the context with swirled and marbled patterns.
· He portrays emotions in animals’ expression through their eyes, mouth and limbs.
Eric Carle’s artwork
(His books at: http://www.eric-carle.com/ECbooks.html#anchor691057)
· He also uses airy white space that provides contrast between figure and background

· In his artwork there’s high resemblance to contemporary graphics.
· His books are toys to read, books to play with as he makes ingenious use of flaps, die-cuts and inclusion of acetate pages.

· His books are multilayered as there are life-affirming messages as well as educational concepts from counting, to days of the week and types of fruit.

· His broadness of fable elements extends from the tiniest bug to the life-giving sun and mysterious moon.

· He paints his paper to create collage illustrations rich in texture. He favours contrasting use of colour. 
· LEO LIONNI and TOUCH THE AUTHOR CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS  
· Little Piece workshop based on Pezzetino, an invitation to reflect on the power of the self and the need to belong. Hands-on tasks with clay.

· Leo Lionni’s Fables and Artwork based on Tico and the Golden Wings: a workshop that celebrates the individual’s need to connect to ideals and a shared vision of life. NLP strategies to tap into individual and group resources.
· ERIC CARLE AND TOUCH THE AUTHOR WORKSHOPS 
· Eric Carle and his Artwork workshop based on Draw Me a Star, The Grouchy Ladybug , From Head to Toe and others. In these workshops we honour the artist’s life messages relating to cycles and the need to feed the artist in ourselves. Hands-on tasks using his technique.
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MEMORABLE QUOTES BY THE ARTISTS
"From time to time, from the endless flow of our mental imagery, there emerges unexpectedly something that, vague though it may be, seems to carry the promise of a form, a meaning, and, more important, an irresistible poetic charge."-Leo Lionni
“A book needs to be composed like a symphony, a duet, or a quiet piece of chamber music. A style and flow must be established. But, most of all one should have an open mind and listen to one’s intuition: the unexplainable, the coincidental, even the quirky. Look at the crack in the ceiling and see it take a shape and a voice.” - Eric Carle 
UNMISSABLE  SITES!

· Leo Lionni: a Resource guide for Teachers http://www.mermaidtheatre.ns.ca/onTour/leoLionni/Leo_Lionni_SG/index.htm
· Eric Carle’s personal site : http://www.eric-carle.com/
EXTENSION ON THIS PAPER!

· A THOUGHTFUL LOOK AT ART IN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR TEACHERS available in 2010

For  bookings and information, contact:

María Teresa Manteo

mmanteo@supportlearning.com.ar
EXTENSION ON THIS PAPER!
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TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR TEACHERS available in 2010














