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Have you already considered all the learning that can take place making use of computers?

Are you aware of its flexibility and appeal to your students?

Among many other possibilities to assist teachers of English, E-teachingonline has created a wide range of language-learning activities, drawing on the resources of the Internet (friendly web sites) with the primary focus of a language-learning pay off.
The websites chosen for the tasks are selected according to the age and interest of the prospective learner and the activities are designed with the language level of such students in mind.

WHY USE THE INTERNET?

-* It makes available to teachers and students an enormous range of information and resources only a few clicks away.

-* It can be used as a source of material for teaching and learning in the same way as you use books, mags, papers, TV, audio and video.
-* Access is fast, cheap, readily available.

-* Allows cross-curricular work.

-* For its potential to motivate.

2. - How to Use the Internet for Language Learning
       Its effectiveness depends on the way it is exploited.

Methodological Features:

a. - Hardware: the computer room 
*Lessons/activities may involve working at the school or institute or at home.

*Learners may work individually or in pairs. 

*Preferably the teacher should be able to move around to assist the learners.

b. - Learner training

Fortunately today, most learners are able to use a number of programmes. They can browse and gain access to pages on the WEB and usually require little technical training. 

However, a good tool might be the checklist below with specified competencies which the students might tick to prove their (in) ability:

I can:

Start a browser                               ………….

Type an URL                                  ………….

Scroll around the page                  ………….

Identify graphics                            ………….

Read and find information            ………….

Open a new window in a browser ………….

Manage a WORKSHEET             ………….

provided by the teacher

etc

c. - Lesson/Activity Management

There may be stages before, during and after the activity. Some may be finished outside or away from the computer room.

Pre-computer Work:
In some cases before beginning an activity on the computer it is     necessary to pre-teach vocabulary or structures.

*Teachers have to ensure that the students know exactly what they have to do when they begin work on the computer. Ideally the class should be able to look comfortable at a large display since demonstrations are invaluable! Use overhead projectors.

*If they are not available: a) large printouts from sites, b) showing the task to representatives from groups who later return to their groups to demonstrate the task.

*Clear sets of instructions are important, with or without demonstration.

*If the students are prepared carefully there will be fewer calls for help.

Computer work: 

*Don´t interfere while students are working.

*Only intervene if you are asked for help

*If the activity has been carefully planned and the students suitably trained, learners will manage.

*Monitor their work and encourage them.

*Don´t expect silent groups.

Post-computer work:

*It is important that any Internet activity be planned with some type of follow-up activity and transferred back to the normal classroom.

*Whenever possible (if printing is available, if disks are provided) students should have something tangible they can take away with them from the computer room to have a record for end-of-the-term revision.

*It could be the WORKSHEET we provide in many activities in this CDRom, it may be a printout of a Web page, something they have created, a story/composition/poem.

They could take this on a disk, on a piece of paper. (Be careful with slow printers: make sure there’s enough time for everything!)

3. - Tips

*The Internet may be used throughout the language course, not only on occasions.

*If students consult it for information on other subjects they will find it to be in English, which means excellent practice. This is why 

E-teachingonline has chosen a good number of web sites which deal with a variety of subjects related to the students´ interests: academic or entertaining.

*Rely on your experience as a teacher in planning further activities than those provided here and consider these tips:

1. - Be patient: there are times when the Web can run very slowly

2. - Be organized: not to forget pages you’ve found interesting, bookmark them as FAVOURITE. Train your students to do the same.

3. - Be critical: The Web is a place where almost anybody can publish anything. You should look critically at any info you find there and help your students to develop a critical eye.

4. - Be realistic: This is a resource with strengths and weaknesses.

5. - Decide what activity is best for each group.

Following the precepts above E-teachingonline has created TEACH AT THE COMPUTER, the CDRom.
The activities presented in this CDRom have been designed to lead teachers and students through the skills of searching on the Internet and they have been presented for the students to produce interesting, and productive language work.
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