English & Fun: One more congress! You must be pretty excited!

Laura Lewin: Yes, we are all pretty excited!
English & Fun: How many years has the event been going?

Laura Lewin: This is the fourth year we have held the congress.

English & Fun: And where did the whole idea of a congress for English Coordinators come from?

Laura Lewin: Years ago, when we started talking about educational management, there was not much available. Coordinators and directors learned the job by trial and error mainly. The Congress seeks to advance the practice, teaching and study of educational management, administration and leadership, and to contribute to international developments in these areas.
English & Fun:  As conference organizer this year, how have things been going? What's been good for you? 
Laura Lewin:  I think the good thing about the conference this year is the enormous outreach it has in the region. We have over 600 attendees enrolled so far and they are coming from so many places. Argentina will be represented with delegates from every single province- from Tierra del Fuego, all the way to Salta, every province will be present. And then, also from Chile, Brazil, Peru, Paraguay, and Uruguay. In regards to speakers, this year we are featuring speakers from many different countries, even from the Middle East and from Europe!
English & Fun: Tell me about the Exhibit Hall…I´ve heard great things about it.

Laura Lewin: The Exhibit Hall is a very popular component of our International Conference. It is known throughout the industry as the place to be if you want to learn about who's providing the best in solutions, software, and services for ELT professionals at all levels. This year’s exciting Exhibit Hall features over 50 commercial displays of companies and organizations offering products and services related to the ELT field. Participants will be able to see not only local leading companies, but also international ones.
English & Fun: International ones? That is new to an ELT event in Argentina, right?
Laura Lewin: I think so, yes. We will be featuring companies such as Pronunciation Power, Rosetta Stone, Ellis, E-blocks, VIF, Compass Publishing and other companies that are setting foot in our country for the first time. Also, the most important companies and organizations related to the ELT field in our South America will be present.
English & Fun: Is access to the Exhibit Hall restricted to congress participants?

Laura Lewin: Well, the good news is that this year everybody will be able to visit the congress Exhibit Hall. Congress participants will have the Exhibit Hall to themselves on Thursday and Friday, and on Saturday 27, the Exhibit Hall will be open to everyone who’s interested in the latest developments and trends in the ELT field.

English & Fun: Will there be a fee for non-participants to visit the Exhibit Hall?

Laura Lewin: no, it will be absolutely free!

English & Fun: What can you tell us about speakers?
Laura Lewin: I´m so excited about our speaker line-up this year! We have University of California, Roger Burgraff this year, Kathleen Bailey, past president of TESOL international, Sara Rodriguez, author of Snap!; Freewheeling  and Interactive English, then we also have  Jacky Newbrook, Ruth Harf, Ghazi Ghaith and Kassim Shaaban, coming all the way from the Middle East. As I said, the list of speakers this year is unbelievable. Those interested can tap into http://abs-international.com.ar/cc2005-speakers.htm to see them all.
English & Fun: Why not give the http address where people can find more about the event?
Laura Lewin: Sure! It´s http://abs-international.com.ar/cc2005-intro.htm

English & Fun: Well, Laura. Thank you for your time and for your contributions to the ELT field!
