Do you want to teach on-line?

Interview to Lic. Susana Trabaldo, Director of Net-Learning

March 20, 2004

www.net-learning.com.ar
Question:  Why e-teaching English ?

Language pedagogy cannot and should not be immune to the advantages the Internet offers- in information, in resources and in opportunities for global communications.  For the first time in history, the classroom walls have vanished and we can teach any students no matter where they live.  The world has become part of the class and the class part of the world.

Question: What will the context be in the near future? 

Internet facilities will be used increasingly in schools, fluency with using it may be requested by employers because many institutions will develop virtual communities and there will be a lot of cyberspace activities which will be very important for students’ everyday life.  

Question:  What are the practical skills teachers will need to e-teach?

We could say that the following are some of the practical skills teachers will need to face this new paradigm.

How to communicate:  Teachers need to learn new languages; to interact in virtual environments with their students and other teachers; to become familiar with the new genres of e-mail, discussion lists, live chat, subscriptions, form filling, and to help their class become familiar with them if they are not. 

How to search: Teachers need to be able to use appropriate search engines and to know how to find specific types of material.

How to evaluate:  The fact that material is on the Web does not make it better. Teachers need to learn how good certain material is, that is, if it is accurate, current, deep, navigable and relevant to the learning task.

How to manipulate and create: Teachers need to know how to use technology to generate materials.  Fluent use of assembling, manipulation and transformation software tools will be important skills in the future.

How to integrate: Teachers need to integrate Web activities and virtual environments with the rest of their teaching. They need to be able to organise a Web session in terms of class management and methodology, to be able to assess its strengths and weaknesses for learning, to assess the learning and teaching process through it.

Question:  What should teachers do?

Some teachers are concerned about these changes and have feelings of anxiety and confusion.  Others are uncritically enthusiastic, they have a feeling of fascination.  Teachers should acquire these skills and learn about virtual environments, which must be carefully planned and put into a pedagogical framework. This requires the teacher to possess good pedagogical and didactical knowledge and be able to apply this in such a way as to promote learning processes.

