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SUPPORT LEARNING Team is very excited to share with students and teachers the great authors and illustrators we will be taking to schools in the shape of  2009 Touch the Author Workshops. Our workshops are facilitated by artists who visit schools with bagfuls of art and quality Literature…and our reading project is also available in Spanish!
Through our recreational approach to reading, you will be able to learn more about Caldecott Winners Tommie dePaola and Mo Willems as well as the acclaimed young children artist Jez Alborough; we will also be delighted to bring to your classrooms the innovative blend of art illustration with jazz music on the pages of Jonathan London and Woodleigh Hubbard’ s Hip Cat. 
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We will be starting this review, with maybe the  least well- known Jonathan London and Woodleigh Hubbard’ s Hip Cat. This book is about the value of pressing on to reach your aspirations, find what actually makes you tic and forget the blues! Short of cash, Oobie-do John needs to become a  short-order cook at the Doggie Diner and plays his horn for pennies, but he will soon find the way to become the coolest of all cat musicians.
The art in this book deserves vigorous applause. The blend of striking colours sparkle like the paintings of Matisse and the serpentine text accompanies the jazzy melody that sounds out.
 This is a book that sings, and a window for our senses to view, dance and hear the rhythmic tunes of jazzy music. A wonderful example of how words, pictures and music can be brought together into a composite of sensations. Ideal for Grades 3 to 5.
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Our workshops will also be featuring the acclaimed Caldecott Winner Tommie dePaola with his Legend of Indian Paintbrush. 
Tommie dePaola is unquestionably an author who has developed a vast range of themes and a vast array of techniques for visual treatment of his stories. On this occasion we have chosen a book that is in line with his concern with children’s spiritual growth . Through Legend of the Indian Paintbrush students will be able to discover how colour and shape help express a vision message in ways that delight the soul and the eye. Little Gopher’s dream vision will manifest through colour, allowing him to express his art in a tribe where men are supposed to become warriors.  Once confident with his newfound knowledge, he will be able to bring to his people plants of reds, oranges and yellows.
 In this workshop children will also dream and experiment with colour in a hands-on task , and they will be led through our extension activities to explore The Legend as a literary form to expand our awareness of other people’s belief systems.  Ideal for grades 3 to 6.
You can view an interview with Tommie dePaola at: http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/depaola/transcript, where he gives tips to support the budding artist.
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How can we teach young learners the literary concepts of setting and character? How can we transmit the idea of mood and voice to children aged 5 to 7?

Mo Willems has simplified the task for us. He is a whizz at the creation of cartoon characters and setting: his photomontage and artful portrayal of facial expression and gesture bring these literary concepts home- characters seem to shine in slice-of-life  school  and city settings, where a hilarious domestic drama unfolds. 
Mo Willems enjoys working on the parts of a book to create an effect on readers – young and old - as viewers of an aesthetic  act.
“I love the physicality of books. I love the fact that you can change the aspect ratio. You can make a book square. You can make it very rectangular. You can make it very tall. You have things like the page turn that really affects the timing of these books. But at the same time, you don't have the control that you do, which I like. I like the idea that each book can be read differently and have a different meaning, and it's much more of an open thing.”
From: http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/willems/transcript
Children will take delight in Trixie’s pleas to her father, who will interrupt his night sleep to secure the bunny’s come-back-home.  The workshop facilitator will also lead children in the recreation of some of the techniques the illustrator uses in this multiple-award winner. Ideal for K 5, G 1 and 2.
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ez  Alborough’s Hug, Yes and Tall
Jez Alborough knows how to tell a story to toddlers with minimal language and joyful art. Characters are brought to life through facial expressions and body language that effectively transmit how small chimp Bobo feels in the presence of towering giraffes and hefty lions, how lonesome he feels when he does not get the hug he craves for and how radiantly happy he gets to see his chimp mummy coming to his rescue.
Whimsical yet endearingly sweet Bobo mirrors the fears and joys young minds experience. Children will chime, mime and dance to the beat of jungle music in this workshop of little stories for little voices. Ideal for K 3 and 4.
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ez  Alborough’s My Friend Bear
Can teddies talk back to children? Can children exchange secret whispers with their favourite toys? How do teddies and children come back from the forest of private talk?
Again Jez Alborough enchants young readers with rhythmic verse that speaks of friends, play and jokes in the world of children and their comfort objects. Illustrations create a sense of texture and a feel for the tender contact with cuddly teddies.
Jez Alborough is widely known for his treatment of literature that is just right for little kids and his stories about Eddy & the Bear have inspired an animated television series. Ideal for K5 and G1.
Allow us the opportunity to come to your school and offer your children and teachers a different literacy event, where quality Literature weds the Arts lifting our souls to unimagined heights.

Support Learning makes strong claims about the inclusion of the Arts in the curriculum and TOUCH THE AUTHOR is a clear manifestation of this vision.
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ommie dePaola’s The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush
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