INTERNET TRAINING

The internet has opened up a whole new perspective  to teachers of English and students. The net has brought about changes in all aspects of everyday life and also to teaching. Being the language of international communication, English has a leading role in The internet, and we, teachers of English must start to take a different view towards this new technology.  We need to consider its implications on our own role as language teaching professionals.

Without a doubt we are in the centre of a "monumental technological paradigm shift, one which will eventually change the way that all instructors teach and the way students learn" (Jensen, 1993). While technology should not take over the language classroom, it must be embraced in order to allow educators to do those things which they are unable to do themselves, or those which will improve what is currently being done in the classroom.

Language teachers must take the plunge and approach the Internet as a learning experience themselves. 

To cope with the demands of the new technology, the key need will be for teacher training. This training, however, should not be in the form of learning how to use specific packages, which change with alarming frequency, but in the acquisition of core skills. Among these skills are:
· Searching for specific information, whether on the Internet or on local disks. As the amount of information increases exponentially around the world, this will become a key skill not only for teachers but for everyone involved in the emerging information society. 
· Evaluating. With so much material available, how will we judge what is good and what is bad, what is reliable, what is accurate? And, of course, what is useful as classroom material; 
· Creating. The new technology allows us not only to look at information provided by others, but to process it, reproduce it, and to create new information for others. Just as teachers are having to learn how to wordprocess, they will need to learn how to publish information for a wider audience on the Web. And many will need to learn not only how to create and handle text, but a range of multimedia elements. 
· Integrating. Crucially, teachers will need to acquire the skill of taking the new technology and integrating it into the rest of their teaching. Technology is not an "add on", a stand-alone element which can be simply tacked on to existing procedures and methodologies. It needs to be incorporated into the rest of the teaching programme.  (David Eastment)
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