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Interview with Lic. Mariano Quinterno*
Teachers at the CIBADIST Teacher Training College face the two-folded challenge of having to foster future teachers’ development and their own development as facilitators in a new modality – at a distance, incorporating and applying the research and practice studies on the modality available up to know.
The following is an interview with Lic. Mariano Quinterno, teacher at CIBADIST.
What are the main characteristics of the students at the teaching training college in distance modality?
Students in our Distance Teacher Training College are usually older than in traditional institutions. They have often studied at a traditional Teacher Training College, and they have not been able to finish it because of work or family problems. They sometimes bring a high level of frustration in this respect and we help them overcome it by showing them that there is always a second chance.
In most cases, our students read and study in the evening, since most of them have a family to run and they are already working almost all day long. This possibility of studying at a distance is highly democratic in the sense that it allows many people to start or complete their studies since it offers alternatives to two main obstacles our students face: their lack of time to attend a traditional Teacher Training College during the morning, afternoon or evening shifts, and the question of isolation, since we reach certain areas where there are no other institutions to train future teachers.
What is the main difference between teaching at a distance and teaching in traditional face-to-face environment, in your own experience?
As teachers, we first have access to the way our students think and feel before actually getting to know them in person. The teaching-learning process is personalised because we get individual doubts and questions from every learner and we try to help them understand concepts and develop the skills based on their specific needs.
Learners can study at their own pace and they can ask the questions that they feel are important. Even though it seems that students are learning in isolation, we make use of many different pedagogical and technological tools to foster the exchange of ideas and experiences. Students share ideas by e-mail, on the forum of the subject or they can even have informal conversations at our virtual cafeteria. The learning process is understood as a healthy balance between individual needs and the richness of learning from others as well.
What kind of relationship do you establish with your students in distance modality?
As stated above, we develop a very personal relationship with our learners. We maximise all the opportunities to communicate and learn from those exchanges. Students can contact us teachers as many times as they wish and our role is that of a facilitator. We offer guidance, suggest learning activities, give examples, clarify concepts and at times, provide explanations so that our students can feel accompanied all throughout the course. Moreover, our students have a tutor who is constantly in touch with them and who guides them during the whole course of studies.
Which are the main difficulties students meet?
Students need to learn to handle basic technological tools. This is part of their training as future teachers, since we cannot deny the importance of these tools for their future profession. Even though students develop new skills with every subject they take, they have basic computer-literacy guidance before they start our Teaching Training College.
The second obstacle is connected to the organisation of time. Students need to learn how to make use of the time they have, how to read and study the material we provide them with and how to benefit from the exchanges with teachers and other learners. This is a gradual process and each teacher makes useful suggestions on how to study the subject he or she is teaching. We also offer guidance as to how to prepare their final exams so that they can study with a clear objective in mind.
How do you compensate for the lack of face-to-face contact with your students?
In my case, I am in charge of “Práctica y Residencia.” In order to solve the problem of distance, and besides making use of the tools I have mentioned, we have local tutors who guide our students during their practice lessons. We provide them with material and guidelines so that all tutors observe and offer feedback with a similar philosophy.
Do your students profit from the video recordings of their lessons?
Apart from having local tutors, some of our learners record their practice lessons and we offer them feedback at a distance. This has a twofold purpose. On the one hand, we can provide them with further suggestions on how to improve. On the other hand, they can watch their own class and think of ways to overcome the obstacles they have found during the lesson.
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