JET SET : flexibility , reliability and price in AQA`s internacional examinations.

As from the end of 2002,  Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) have nominated representatives in Argentina to provide local support to the existing centres of JET SET (Junior English Tests and Senior English Tests)  and to approve new ones.
To date, AQA has managed JET SET centres directly,  but due to the increasing demand for JET SET, they have extended their representative network.
Here are some FAQs about these international examinations
How long has JET SET been in the marketplace?

JET was first offered in 1994. since then, this suite of EFL tests has been steadily expanded to include more levels of JET and SET. At present AQA offers five  levels of  and two levels of SET. Further levels are being developed at he moment.
In which countries are JET SET  used?

AQA’s suite of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) tests, JET SET, is widely used in over 40 countries worldwide. They are available to approved centres only, in any country. Schools, colleges and English institutes can apply to become a centre by filling out a JET SET centre registration form. At present  there are over 30 centres in Argentina.
What is the recognition of JET SET in The UK and worldwide?

JET SET is offered by AQA, the largest of the three Unitary Awarding Bodies in the UK with  over 3 million candidates per year. AQA´s strengths  lie not only in its 100 years of experience but also in the excellence of its specifications and assessment material, together with its proven track record in the accurate, timely and safe delivery of results. 
What are the tests like?

JET is AQA’s series of Junior English Tests, designed for children aged 6 – 14 years learning English as a second or foreign language.  There are 5 formal tests at increasing levels of difficulty held under examination conditions.
SET is AQA’s series of Senior English Tests aimed at students aged over 14 to adult.  There are currently two levels, again held under examination conditions. There are no age limits to entry for JET SET.
Communicative approach!

The specifications and papers for JET are communicative in approach and child centred in terms of topics and activities.  In designing the JET papers, AQA has been mindful of the young age of the candidates as it is important that they enjoy, as far as possible, their first experience of asking a formal test.  As far as possible, each paper presents a unified theme, story line or characters.  Within each SET paper the language and activities relate the candidates’ interests and experiences to their educational and conceptual maturity.
How frequently are the tests available? 

JET SET are offered ´on demand´, which means, centres can enter candidates on any day of the year. We will continue with the description of these renowned tests in the next issue. 
For further information or to suscribe to  JET SET newsletter contact: 
	Mr. Fabian Wallace
(011) 4953-8268
jetset@argentina.com
	Mr Laurie Sullivan
(02656) 476-380
tels@merlo-sl.com.ar
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JET SET: flexibility, reliability and price in AQA`s International Examinations. (PART 2)

In this issue we’ll focus on the strengths of JET SET (Junior English Tests and Senior English Tests), which make them different from the rest of the battery of exams. We’ll explain why they have become the most viable option in Argentina as from this year.  

Why are they flexible?

     AQA understands that a student who is sitting an examination usually goes through different drawbacks: an examiner and an environment not familiar to him or her and a date which does not usually coincide with the institutional yearly schedule. In contrast, Students throughout the world have benefited from the flexibility of JET SET.  This has enabled EFL teachers to enter their students for these tests on dates which fit in with their teaching schedule and to hold the examinations at their own educational institute.

Why are they reliable?

     AQA’s Certificates in English Language Skills (ESOL), known internationally by the name JET SET, have been accredited in England by QCA, the Government regulator and by the corresponding authorities in Wales and Northern Ireland and are part now of the  UK’s National Qualifications Framework. The implication is that they offer acceptable evidence that a candidate has achieved the necessary ability in English Language to study in the UK and abroad.

     AQA’s Director of Strategic Planning and Development, Carolyn Adams, comments “In the EFL market, quality and customer service are of paramount importance.  QCA’s accreditation is recognition of the quality of these examinations and forms part of our long term strategy for AQA’s ESOL suite of tests.  We plan to build on the strengths of these tests to develop and extend the range of qualifications.  We also welcome accreditation, which will make it easier for teachers to compare ESOL examinations.”

The mapping of JET SET  (ESOL) to the National Qualifications Framework:

	AQA Certificate in English Language Skills (ESOL)  
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 Described by one centre, The English Language Studio as “flexible, well administered and a good test of English at all levels,” AQA’s Certificates in English Language Skills (ESOL) test the main areas of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking English in the UK and are used in over 40 countries worldwide.  The content and assessment methodology have been designed to foster self-confidence in the learners and to motivate them towards further study of English, whilst at the same time providing a fair and reliable measure of their attainment.

Who issues the certificates?

     The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA), who is the largest Unitary Awarding Body in the UK. It provides a broad range of high quality public examinations, tests and related services to educational, training, industrial and commercial organisations in the UK and overseas.

Internationally, AQA provides consultancy and support in the area of educational assessment and the development of examining systems.  AQA is the UK centre for the administration of World Class Tests for gifted and talented children, which is part of World Class Arena.

Good Value for money 

     Competitively priced EFL exams. There is no pass or fail: the tests are marked positively and all candidates receive a certificate with the analysis of their performance in each skill. 

For further information to register your centre or to subscribe to JET SET newsletter contact: 

	Mr. Fabian Wallace

(011) 4953-8268 

jetset@argentina.com
	Mr. Laurie Sullivan

(02656) 476-380

tels@merlo-sl.com.ar
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