LITERATURE AND THE ARTS

We all know from experience that the inclusion of the arts into our curriculum facilitates entry into motivational states that boost learning.  Indeed, the arts help create that dispositional atmosphere where enthusiasm sets in; however, there is still another aspect to arts-based instruction that is to be underlined: the arts harness the potential of bridging the world of the senses to the world of ideas.  In other words, their strong sensory appeal can assist skill transference from more physical experiences to more abstract activities such as reading and writing.

PREPARING THE ARENA FOR THOUGHTFUL READING

How can we use the arts to activate easy skill transference from, for example, picture viewing to reading ability?

When viewing a work of art, book illustrations or even cartoons, we can use carefully chosen language to trigger rich talk in our classrooms and in this way prepare the territory for more abstract thinking. Try the following experience yourself by using a picture or print of your choice to go on a sensory journey; a short while later, shift your attention to text response applying similar questions. Then stop to reflect about the skills involved in both processes. 

SKILL: Making a personal response/ Assessing impact of a work

LANGUAGE FOR THE VISUAL EXPERIENCE: Look for surprises, a startling colour, an odd object, an unexpected relationship. Where and how does the work surprise you: in big ways or little ways?

LANGUAGE FOR THE READING EXPERIENCE: Look for surprises in the text- or what in the text/ the character’s reaction surprises you? What’s your response to the character’s decision? What’s the effect gained by the use of this particular phrase? Does this part affect you in big ways or  little ways? 

SKILL: Exploring mood

LANGUAGE FOR THE VISUAL EXPERIENCE: What personality/mood does the work project? How are lines and colours used? How do you feel when looking at this work?

LANGUAGE FOR THE READING EXPERIENCE: What is the mood created in the passage? What words help create this special atmosphere? How do you feel after reading this part?
SKILL: Inferencing 

LANGUAGE FOR THE VISUAL EXPERIENCE: What do you think the painter wanted to express through this work of art? What questions would you like to ask the artist? What’s the theme of this picture?

LANGUAGE FOR THE READING EXPERIENCE: What do you think the writer wanted to express through this passage? What questions would you like to ask him/her? What’s the theme of this literary work?

By undergoing this type of experience it is easy to perceive that thoughtful look at art recruits a type of cognition that is very similar to the awakening of skills used by good readers. 

In this little exercise we have drawn on the benefits of the visual Arts. Music and Drama are also two very powerful vehicles that can help us raise awareness of the skills that are necessary to foster comprehensive reading in our classrooms.

On the art of book-making…

Did you know that the shape of a book is in itself a statement and can create a mood?

When it comes to publishing, it is better to choose a book shape that will enhance the overall feeling you want to convey.

Generally speaking, an oblong shape guides the eye horizontally and a square suggests a circular movement, since the square contains an implicit circle. An oval shape adds stability and calm to a picture whereas a square or circular design  conveys a warm/ affectionate feeling since the eye is drawn to the center.  
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