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On the Art of Viewing

                                                    by  María Teresa Manteo

                                            mmanteo@supportlearning.com.ar
In addition to reading, writing, speaking and listening, two more language arts have been recognized: viewing and visually representing. Visual images not only feed imagination and creativity but organize thought in clear and most memorable ways. On the other hand, the visual arts imbue experience with a myriad of patterns and colours that cooperate with understanding and cognitive growth.
Some food for thought:
A. Can drawing be an expressive tool, complimentary to thinking and writing?

B. How can the visual arts help students clarify concepts and gain meaning from text?

C. Can the visual arts create readiness for more abstract learning to follow?
We will explore these questions by working on three different activities to show how the visual arts can assist understanding and more abstract thinking.
A. Can drawing be an expressive tool, complimentary to thinking and writing?

      Promoting comprehensive reading through imaging
      Ask students to:

1. Re-read an extract from a story

2. Highlight the words in the text whose meaning you have chosen to visually represent
3. Make a mental picture-illustrate (you can also use shapes-abstract art)

4. Remember to use pictures to bring new vocabulary to life 
5. Copy these words into your illustration, Make them part of your work of art.

6. Share your artwork with your partners.

      Encourage diversity in the use of materials and choice of format. (Students may choose to draw a series of small pictures, others to fill a full page with colours and glitter; others will decide to create a pen-and-ink drawing…)

       Visit:http://www.wild-about-woods.org.uk/elearning/concretepoetry/, where children can draw using a virtual pencil or paintbrush, include related vocabulary into their production and print. They can finish off their work giving personal touches with markers, real pencils, glitter and the like.
     In this strategy we can clearly see how imaging and drawing complement thinking and        writing, in an attempt to provide students with more tools for comprehensive reading.
B. How can the visual arts help students to clarify concepts and gain meaning from text?

Try these links, where you see how typography, animation, colour and visual lay-out enhance meaning:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDO5H9HgU08&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDO5H9HgU08&feature=related
http://www.poemsthatgo.com/gallery/spring2000/lemonade/lemonade.html
http://www.poemsthatgo.com/gallery/fall2001/murmuring/murmur.htm
You can have a go at this type of strategy with only paper and pen through verb-acting cartoons.
      Clarifying meaning through verb-acting cartoons
       Ask students to:

1. Review the main parts of speech, focusing on verb actions.

2. Animate them by bringing the words to life; for example animate the verb “bounce” by pasting the letters to the page as if they were actually bouncing. 

3. Have students choose action verbs from the books they are reading.

4. Ask groups of students to create a few Acting-Verb cartoons of their own.

5. After students have sketched each verb cartoon in pencil, invite them to use crayons or markers to add colour and width to the letters.

Encourage students to experiment this strategy to visually represent short poems in a concrete way by arranging words, font, colour and lay-out that accompany the meaning of the poetic piece.

C.  Can the visual arts create readiness for more abstract learning to follow?

Using a picture book to discover the importance of unifying links
Pick a favourite children’s book and go on a picture walk with your students to discover the unifying links between illustrations: those elements that repeatedly appear or undergo slight transformations conveying an idea of transition into other states. 

Click  on http://www.vimeo.com/3268287  to watch an animated version of “The Magic Fish Hook”.
Discuss with children how the story flows in a smooth way, changing scenes but always retaining the link between the parts through sea-related objects. As the story progresses the thread of the narration moves through waves, boats, an island, a fishing net and a magic fish hook, all of them being elements that accentuate the presence of sea life as a source of conflict.

Through picture book viewing we can show how important it is for a composition- be it pictorial or through words- to contain elements that give cohesion to the different parts. By extension, we can introduce the concept of link-words by showing children that just as a picture book has images or motifs that keep the parts together, a paragraph needs words that will connect ideas. After children have experienced the notion of “unifying link” in a visual mode, they will be readier to better grasp the concept of link-words in well-written paragraphs.
Working in the arts assists students to build meaning in most memorable ways as well as give them a sense of personal dignity.
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