Pearson, now the parent company of London Tests-Edexcel, has set up a new unit to promote and administer ELT exams.
Interview with Joseph Rospars, Sales & Marketing Director, Pearson Language Assessments.
What is Pearson Language Assessments and why has it been set up?
Pearson, the world's largest education company, has set up a new EFL unit under the name of  Pearson Language Assessments (PLA) to combine under one roof the expertise, technology and resources that Pearson has developed in the field of language assessment which include EFL publishers, test developers and technology providers. 
Pearson has over 100 education and publishing brands including Longman, The Financial Times, Penguin, Prentice Hall, Allyn & Bacon, Addison-Wesley and London Tests-Edexcel.

PLA now works alongside the UK’s largest awarding body, Edexcel, to develop, promote and administer London Tests of English and London Tests of English for Children.  
Will there be any changes to the Edexcel English language qualifications -  London Tests of English and  London Tests of English for Children?

Edexcel will continue to be the examining body and the exams will be awarded and validated by University of Westminster.  The continuity with the quality will not change and the format of the exams will remain the same.  They will continue to be communicative exams which focus on real life situations that learners will meet. The main changes that we will be introducing in 2006 will be aimed at enhancing exam delivery and processing, and will be provided at no additional cost to the candidate.
Could you tell us more about these changes for 2006? 

We will be launching a number of new and exciting developments this year.
· New website & promotional materials

Our new website, www.pearsonlanguageassessments.com was launched at the beginning of 2006 and includes more comprehensive information about exams and further resources for test centres, teachers and students.  We have also developed a new set of promotional materials which carry the new Pearson Language Assessments logo including leaflets, posters, handbook and folders.

· Edexcel Online – feeding back results online 

In addition, we will be introducing Edexcel Online.  Edexcel Online is a results analysis service, which will enable us to publish results online and also to provide more comprehensive feedback to students, teachers and test centres on their performance on each question.
· Preparation materials

Past papers will now be published online and practice booklets will be available in bookshops this autumn.
What are your plans?
One of our main objectives in 2006 is to develop closer communication with EFL teachers and language schools across the world. We will be doing this by providing more comprehensive information on examination preparation, events and updates through our new website and also by providing teachers with more extensive feedback on results using Edexcel Online.  We will also continue to encourage feedback from teachers and school owners on various areas of exam content and exam process.
Our country representative, Leeds School of English, is currently organizing teacher training seminars throughout Argentina. Teachers will have the opportunity to find out more information about the exams and also on how to prepare for the exams. These sessions are tailored to the specific needs of the Argentinian market.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all EFL teachers that our representatives are available for any queries, information and material provision anytime during the school year. The contact email address is londontests@ciudad.com.ar
Further information can also be found on our new website www.pearsonlanguageassessments.com 
