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Choose a story that strikes your bones, your inner cords, your fizzy spine, your deepest feelings and needs, your thirst for beauty… and share it with your students! Then, a spell is cast over the class and the magic starts…
Through storytelling, the tale comes to life. It stands on its feet and becomes significantly appealing to the students. Silence precedes the words and curiosity about what is to come is aroused. The vocabulary makes sense due to its association with gestures and intonation. Images that cater for varied learning styles fill in the air with all sorts of colours, sounds and textures. Since stories travel from heart to heart and from soul to soul, the emotional impact they provoke in the students helps learning be stored in the long-term memory. Moreover, after a storytelling performance, it is usual to find kids echoing the protagonists’ lines, mocking their most prominent movements and imitating their voices. Thus, internalizing the language in a truly holistic manner. 
“How did you manage to keep them still for an hour?,” very often would teachers say after a storytelling session. “It’s the most restless group at school!” The answer is simple: “They were not in the least still.”  When exposed to a story, the listeners’ minds are engaged in action-oriented thoughts, using several procedures such as sequencing, comparison, contrast, association, inference, etc. The appropriate use of pauses creates “gaps in information that recruit the listeners to fill in”. In order to give meaning to the details in the tale, “they must identify them with the patterns of their current or past experience” (Jerome Bruner, “The Culture of Education”,1990). They resort to their imagination and prior knowledge to make connections, create their own hypotheses, confirming or discarding them as the plot unfolds.
It is also common to witness surprise in both, teachers and heads, at the students’ clear understanding of the stories. “It’s just their second year of English training!” they often comment. There’s no mystery around this either. Beyond establishing rapport with the audience, the storyteller of L2 should make use of body language to provide comprehensible input. After all, according to NLP, words carry only 7% of the message. Facial expression, body posture and tone of voice are in charge of the rest.
In our students’ technological world of simultaneously communicating with several peers through the chat, playing PC games along with interpreting pop-ups on the internet, it seems paradoxical that the ancient art of storytelling can awaken an urge to read the story they have just listened to. “Where can I find that book?” or “Who’s ‘the guy’ who wrote that?” they would spontaneously ask, on their way back to the classroom.
Driven by mighty pens like those of W. Faulkner, K .Mansfield, E. A. Poe and R. Dahl, among others, I enter a realm of staring eyes, dropped lower jaws and deep silence. Then, it is my bones and inner cords that are struck, my deepest feelings triggered and my need for magic met.

Just say, “Once upon a time…” and let it happen….
Fabiana Parano is a Teacher Trainer, Storyteller and Writer. She trains teachers in Art of Storytelling and how to apply it in a second or foreign language situation. She has also written stories based on the observation of daily conflicts within/among students, which she indulges in sharing with her varied audiences. She regularly gives Storytelling performances at schools and diverse institutions, catering from young children to adults. 
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