JUST FOR KICKS: THE LANGUAGE LOVER CORNER

(Notes for language teachers and advanced students of the English Language)

by Oriel E. Villagarcia, at TOOLS FOR TEACHERS, newtoolsforteachers@yahoo.com.ar 

For kicks means for pleasure, enjoyment, for the fun of it, and that’s precisely what this section is all about.

In successive issues of WELCOME TO ENGLISH AND FUN, we will present vocabulary notes, collocations, puns, proverbs, and notes in general that make the studying of the English language a fascinating and never ending journey. 

Today we will deal with

A. The often little known meaning of two common words:

DOWN

Broadly speaking we all know that down is the opposite of up and that as a particle it can be used with a number of verbs such as give, take, etc. 

But what about:

I have been feeling down lately (depressed)

I made a down payment of $50 and bought a TV set (initial payhment)

My computer is down (not working).

That’s three down and four more to go (have dealt with three things) 

The following meanings are most likely not known even by advanced students:

A sleeping bag/pillow/jacket filled with down( small, soft feathers)

The soft, fine hair of a baby is called down. 
TOAST

We most likely enjoy having toast for breakfast, and at a party we may propose /make a toast to our friends.

Still, what if somebody says to you:

If I catch you doing that again, you’re toast(in serious trouble)

He’s toast(ruined, finished in his career).

And how would you like to be the toast of Hollywood(very popular)?

I certainly hope that in the cold days of July you will be warm as toast.

If somebody tells you your clothes are toast, feel happy. They are paying you a compliment. They are saying your clothes are cool, excellent. 

B. HERE IS A LANGUAGE QUIZ
Try to work it out without looking at the answers, which  you will find right at the end.

All of the following words begin with PAR. On the basis of the clues given to you, supply the missing part of the word.

    Example: PAR................. what usually takes place on July 9th, August 17th , i..e.

                                          a military..... 

Answer: PARADE

             a.  PAR.............a proposition which contains two apparently contradictory 

                           statements. 

b. PAR.............a story meant to teach religious or ethical principles.

c. PAR.............will enable you to fall safely to the ground after you’ve jumped

                           out of a plane.

d. PAR ............a pain killer usually associated with headaches.

e. PAR.............these lines run side by side and never meet.

f. PAR.............a philosophical or theoretical framework.

g. PAR.............this is where you are when your students learn everything,  they  are well mannered, books are inexpensive, your headperson           

                  at school is supportive and you earn a decent salary. 

h. PAR............ the restatement of somebody else’s writing, esp. to make it 

                           clearer. 

i. PAR............ an unreasonable, pathological condition that people are out to get you.

j. PAR............ unwilling to spend money to the point of stinginess. 

How did you do? Here are the answers.

ANSWERS TO THE LANGUAGE QUIZ

a. paradox    b. parable   c parachute    d. paracetamol  e. parallel   f. paradigm  

g. paradise    h. paraphrase  i. paranoia  j. parsimonious
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