JUST FOR KICKS (9): THE LANGUAGE LOVERS CORNER

(Notes for language teachers and advanced students of the English language)

By Oriel E. Villagarcia, at TOOLS FOR TEACHERS, newtoolsforteachers@yahoo.com.ar 

I. FURTHER MEANINGS OF FAMILIAR WORDS
The word THROW is most commonly used in sentences such as I threw him a ball, or They were throwing stones at him.

Study the following, however:

1. She three back her head and started laughing.
2. She throw her arms around me and said she was delighted to see me.

3. They had to throw the door open to be able to get inside the house.

4. They arrested the demonstrators and threw them into prison.

5. Because of the recession many people were thrown out of work.

6. Her behaviour throws (=confuses) me. I can’t understand her.

7. When Sandra caught her boyfriend with another woman, she threw a fit/tantrum (= she got furious and expressed her anger).

8. I was late for work, so I just threw on the first pair of jeans I found in my closet.

9. Let’s throw a party and celebrate your success.

10. When he threw the switch, the lights came on.

11. Snakes throw their skins (= shed, slough).
12. They had been bribed to throw the match (= lose it deliberately).
13. At the press conference, journalists threw questions at the senator.

14. The ventriloquist threw his voice(= made it sound as if it were coming from somewhere else).
15. A throw is a loose piece of cloth that can be put on a chair, or a sofa to make it look nice. 

16. It’s your throw (= your turn to roll/throw the dice).
17. That’ll cost you ten bucks a throw (= per person).

II. THROW AGAIN

As explained in previous issues, the examination of the different lexical items in JUST FOR KICKS is not meant to be exhaustive. The presentation aims to stir up curiosity in the reader and prompt him to carry out his own research by looking up the items in as many reputable dictionaries as possible. 

In what follows, test your idiomatic knowledge of THROW by filling in the blanks. Answers are given towards the end of this article. 

1. If you use your influence, power or authority to tell people in a crude way what to do you throw your ……….. around. 

2. When you throw the ……. at someone you punish them severely. 

3. If you throw money down the ….. you waste it on something useless.

4. To admit defeat is to throw …… the ………

5. You throw the ……..out with the bath……… when in an attempt to produce positive changes you eliminate both good and bad features of whatever your are trying to amend.

6. If you try to hit someone with your first in a fight you throw a ……..
7. If you can’t throw ……  someone you can’t get rid of them. 

III.  FUN WITH HOMOPHONES

As explained in JUST FOR KICKS (8) these are words which sound exactly the same but which have different meanings and different spellings. Can you identify the different words which sound the same in the following items? Do your best, and if you are thrown find the answers at the bottom.

1a. beams of light
  b. to lift

2a. to cause substances such as cheese, fruit or vegetables to be broken into small 

      pieces by rubbing them against a rough surface. 

  b. large, important, very good

3a. the coloured part of a plant from which the plant’s fruit develops (MED).
  b. white or brown powder made by crushing grain (MED).

4a. to examine or read something very carefully and in a lot of detail (MED).

  b. to make a liquid or substance flow out of a container that you are holding 

      (MED).

5a. the ability to see using your eyes (MED).

  b. a place where something important or interesting happened (LONGM.)

6a. a long fixed look (MED).

  b. one of the steps in a set of steps which lead from one level of a building to 

      another (CUP)

7a. to remove the skin from a fruit or vegetable using a knife (MED). 

  b. a single unit made up of two similar parts joined together (MED). 

References: definitions for the cues above were taken from:

CUP: CAMBRIDGE ADVANCED LEARNER’S DICTIONARY, new edition, 2008, see highlight below.
LONGM: LONGMAN ADVANCED AMERICAN DICTIONARY, 2003

MED: MACMILLAN ENGLISH DICTIONARY FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS, Second Edition, 2007.
IV. TEST YOUR VOCABULARY

Join the words on the left with the cues offered on the right down below. Answers are given at the end of this article. 

1. junkie 


a. messy

2. airhead


b. tries to show he/she is clever


3. live wire


c. information on horses


4. smart aleck

d. stupid, silly


5. slob



e. addict


6. old timer


f.  full of energy


7. tipster 


g. has been around

Please note that the words on the right are meant to be just cues, not a definition as such. A seminar offered by TOOLS FOR TEACHERS called INCREASING YOUR WORD POWER examines dozens of words similar to those presented above and offers the right context, levels of style, related words, etc., for a correct understanding of these lexical items. Check the schedule of the TOOLS FOR TEACHERS workshops in the months ahead or write to newtoolsforteachers@yahoo.com.ar 

V. LAST ISSUE’S BRAIN TEASER

We asked you to work out the following: When’s a lady not a lady? 

We had a number of replies which were right up to a point but which were not what we had in mind. Some readers said that a lady is not a lady when she is impolite, when she swears or uses improper language, etc. 

The point of this brain teaser is to challenge your verbal intelligence. You may want to give it a try once again. Here’s a cue: the right answer has to do with a homophone relating an animal and an illness. 

We hope that you will now hit the nail on the head. We look forward to your answers.
VI. HIGHLIGHTING A RECENT DICTIONARY

Readers of JUST FOR KICKS are aware of the fact that we have referred to this dictionary on previous issues. Here is a description of the latest edition, September 2008, which will give you an idea of what this dictionary has to offer
A brand new edition of the CAMBRIDGE ADVANCED LEARNER’S DICTIONARY and CD-ROM, that is now more user-friendly than ever was released in 2008. This edition features hundreds of new words, and 'Word partner' boxes to help you use words in the most natural way. It also includes:  NEW 'Extra help' section with maps, illustrations and photos, and the innovative 'Let's Talk' section which focuses specifically on spoken English, NEW More Learner Error notes taken from the Cambridge Learner Corpus to help you avoid common mistakes,  NEW Thesaurus panels to widen your vocabulary. The CD-ROM contains the whole dictionary, with thousands of example sentences, recordings of every word in British and American English, extra collocation information, the unique SMART thesaurus and QUICKfind, a mini pop-up dictionary. Interactive exercises include real past papers from IELTS, FCE, CAE, CPE and BEC. 
ANSWERS TO THROW AGAIN

1. throw your weight around

2. throw the book

3. down the drain

4. throw in the sponge/towel

5. throw the baby out with the bath water

6. throw a punch

7. throw off

ANSWERS TO FUN WITH HOMOPHONES

1a. rays

b. raise
2a. grate

b. great

3a. flower

b. flour

4a. pore

b. pour

5a. sight

b. site

6a. stare

b. stair

7a. pare

b. pair

ANSWERS TO TEST YOUR VOCABULARY

1. junkie = addict

2. airhead = stupid

3. live wire = full of energy

4. smart aleck = tries to show he/she is clever

5. slob = messy

6. old timer = has been around

7. tipster = information on horses
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